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measure except by comparisons, and that it did not recog-
nise the quality of something just as good when different
In any case, choice for his next excursion fell on Shylock
in Shakespeare's "The Merchant of Venice." It was an
admirable selection. He was fully equipped for a com-
plete embodiment of the character. The inevitable com-
parisons with Booth and Irving rose up before him. He
would have preferred fresh material, but he accepted the
alternative.

He produced "The Merchant of Venice," October 23,
1893^ at Hermann's (afterward the Princess) Theatre, on
the tiniest stage in New York. This was a mistake.
Shylock is not a miniature. It is a role of grand passions
and needs space and distance. Largeness was lacking in
the picture and breadth was impossible in the action.
So at once he had placed a barrier between his assump-
tion and its effect. He made every effort to overcome
these limitations. Every detail that would delight a
chaste taste and charm the senses was in evidence. The
furniture and draperies were selected from the Borgia and
other palaces in Venice. Gustave Dannreuther's quar-
tette, quite peerless in New York at the time, was aug-
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t is incalculable. What
